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ANNOUNCER: 

MUSIC: 

ANNOUNCER; 


SOUND; 


"Uncle  Sam* 8 Forest  Rangers o" 

Quartet,  Ranger's  Songo 

Despite  the  fact  that  forestry  is  a profession  that 
certainly  carries  with  it  plenty  of  outdoor  work, 
there  are  still  some  " white*" collar**  duties  which  the 
wearers  of  the  Forest  Service  Pine  Tree  Badge  have 
to  take  care  ofo  In  the  National  Forests,  complete 
records  are  kept  of  all  tlmher  sales,  forest  fires, 
recreational  developments,  range  improvements  and 
the  numerous  other  activities  carried  oHo  Because 
of  the  wide  variety  of  work  of  the  Rangers,  a great 
many  records  need  to  be  kept©  It  is  only  natural 
that  this  confining  desk  work  should  some  times  be 
Irksome  to  men  of  action  such  as  the  Rangers  areo 
However,  great  care  is  taken  in  preserving  the 
records  of  the  National  Forests  in  order  that  the 
past  experiences  may  serve  as  guide  posts  for  the 
future o 

Today,  we  find  Ranger  Jim  Robbins  and  his 
assistant,  Jerry  Quick,  at  work  in  the  Pine  Cone 

Ranger  Station,  preparing  a range  report  

(FADE  IN  TYPEWRITER) 
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JERRY; 


JIM! 


JERRY! 


SOUND; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 


JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

SOUND; 

JIM; 


(FADE  IN)  say.  Jim,  thla  doggone  range  report  sure  is 
a nuisance n 

(CHUCKLES)  Guess  you  weren't  out  out  for  office  work, 

Jerry  0 

I too,  I wasn't,  — Gee.  you'd  think  I was  hired  as  a 
stenographer  instead  of  a Ranger  — Great  gunsi  Look 

at  that  I ■ 

(STOP  TYPEWRITER  — SOUND  OF  PAPER  BEING  TORN  FROK  ROLLER) 

Havin’  trouble,  son? 

That's  the  third  Bistak-e  I've  made  in  tijo  lines. 

Take  your  time.  son.  You  waste  more  time  making  mistakes 
when  you  try  to  be  too  speedy  than  you  would  if  you  took 

it  slow* 

These  darned  old  carbon  copies  get  all  messed  up  every 
time  you  erase© 

we've  gotta  have  carbon  copies  of  everything  for  our 
files,  Jerry. 

Shucks.  Jim,  we've  got  enough  files  around  here  to  fill 
the  archives© 

M-m-m  I reckon  they'll  come  in  handy  now  and  theno 
Yeah,  if  we  get  hard  up  for  something  to  start  a fire 

witho 

■ ?.■ 

(TYPEWRITER  — FAST) 

(CHUCKLES)  Don't  burn  out  a bearing  on  that  typewriter, 
Jerry 0 It's  the  only  one  we  havse 


Jerry 0 


JERRY: 


JIM; 

JERRY: 

JIHs 

JERRY: 

JIM: 

JERRY; 


JIM: 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIHs 

JERRY; 

JIM; 
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It  sure  could  stand  a general  overhauling o Maybe  I 
wouldn’t  make  so  many  mistakes  if  this  thing  worked 

righto 

(CHUCKLES)  I reckon  it’d  work  all  right  if  you 
pressed  the  right  keyso 
I doubt  it 

Kinda  hurryin'  pretty  fast  there,  aren't  you? 

Gee,  I’m  Just  gettin’  started  on  the  range  report o 
Gotta  finish  it  by  tonight o 

Got  a date  with  that  school  ma’am  friend  of  yours® 

Is  that  it? 

Sure  I have*  Mary's  been  wanting  to  get  out  for 
another  picnic  supper  before  the  weather  gets  too 
coldo  We're  going  up  above  the  forks  camp  ground, 
with  a couple  of  other  young  folks o 
I see®  Ought  to  be  a good  night  for  a picnic o 
Yeah,  but  we  won’t  have  many  more® 

Noo  It  gettin*  a bit  sharp  in  the  evenings  now® 
We're  gonna  build  a fire  and  have  some  grilled  steak® 
Got  a camp  fire  permit?  (CHUCKLES) 

(LAUGHING)  I’ll  issue  myself  one,  Jim® 

Say,  that  reminds  me®  V/e’ve  got  to  finish  that  report 
on  cooperative  fire  protection  on  private  lands  Inside 
the  National  Forest® 
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JERRY; 

JIM; 


JERRY; 


JIM; 


JERRY; 

JIM; 


Does  that  have  to  go  in  now? 

Yepo  I want  Bert  to  see  the  laprovement  we  had  over 
last  year  with  those  folks  that  own  land  in  the 
National  Forest  areao  It* a important  to  know  that 
they're  taking  an  active  part  in  our  fire  protection 
programs 

Doggone  it,  Jim,  these  new  f angled  programs  and  plans 
and  projects  are  gettln'  to  be  — (JIM  HAS  STARTED  TO 
LAUOH)  more  important  than  our  regular  Jobs  — What 
the  heck  you  laughin'  about? 

(STILL  LAUOHIHG-)  You  sound  like  an  old  graybeard,  aono 
"New  f angled  programs,”  eh?  To  hear  you  talk  anyone 
would  think  you’d  been  a Hanger  for  at  least  fifty 
years  o 

But  don't  you  think  that's  right,  Jim?  Aren't  we 
gettin*  the  place  cluttered  up  with  a lot  of  fancy 
plans  that  don't  amount  to  much? 

(CHUCKLINd)  Well,  son,  I’ll  tell  youo  This  Forest 
Service  work  of  ours  is  getting  more  complicated;  it's 
expanding  and  developing  all  the  tlmeo  If  it  wererJt 
developing  and  progressing  it  wouldn’t  be  any  goodo 
We  have  to  work  out  new  systems  to  keep  pace  with 
changing  conditions o Whenever  the  old  way  of  doing 
things  doesn't  fill  the  bill  we  want  to  replace  it 

with  something  better  and  more  efficient » Just  like 
the  old  oil  lamps,  for  Instance,  gave  way  to  electricltyo 
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JERRY s 

SOUND; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 


JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 


JERRY; 


well,  I'd  s^iggest  that  the  next  replacement  ae  make 
around  here  oughta  he  a new  typewritero 
(IMPATIENT  BAKaiNO  OF  TYPEWRITER) 

(CHUCKLES)  Mayhe  we'll  have  to,  Jerry,  If  you  keep 
bangln*  it  around  like  thato 

No  such  luck  --  Say,  is  that  more  work  piled  there  in 
front  of  you? 

Yepo  Here’s  the  quarterly  report  on  the  amount  of 
timber  cut  and  sold,  and  monthly  report  on  timber  sales, 
plans  for  game  census  with  the  list  of  men  we’ll  want  to 
use  as  counters,  - and  this  big  one’s  the  outline  for 
our  new  CCC  work  program o 

We’ll  never  get  all  that  doneo  Have  the  CCC  plans  been 
checked  with  the  supervisor’s  office » 

Not  yeto  We  have  to  spot  a couple  of  new  camp  locations 
before  they'll  be  complete o 
What’s  that  other  paper  there? 

Which  one? 

Under  your  left  hando  All  by  itself o 

Let’s  see  - M-m-m-  it's  a good  thing  you  mentioned  it, 
Jerryo  This  is  the  section  of  the  range  report  about 
saltingo  Here,  put  it  with  the  rest  of  ’enio 
Let's  check  to  see  that  we  have  'em  alio  I don’t  want 
it  to  be  wrong  when  I get  it  all  typed  if  I ever  do© 
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JIM; 


JERBY; 


JIM; 


JERRY; 

JIM; 


JERRY: 


JIMi 


JERRY; 


That*e  a good  idea.  We'll  go  over  • eai  together^  Here's 
the  first  itera,  this  range  map^  You  can  put  in  the 
class  and  location  of  all  the  stock  grazing  on  the 
National  Forest  range o 

Here's  the  list  of  them  on  this  sheet  that's  attached 
to  it 

Good  I see  you  have  the  lambing  grounds  already  located® 
Yeahc  They're  checked  with  last  year's  map  too® 

All  righto  The  next  thing’s  the  driveways®  When  you  get 
to  the  part  in  the  report  that  tells  about  the  new  and 
old  methods,  underline  it,  will  you? 

Sure®  You  mean  the  part  that  tells  about  driving  the 
herds  through  a certain  restricted  area  to  prevent  the 
range  being  cut  up  too  much® 

Uhuho  This  one  overgrazed  area  we  have  to  report 
should  be  In  complete  detail®  We  want  the  Supervisor 
to  know  exactly  why  it  was  over  grazed  and  w’hat  we've 
done  to  build  it  up  and  prevent  the  same  thing  happening 
again® 

There’s  quite  a bit  written  on  that®  A lot  more  than 
there  is  written  on  the  closed  areas® 
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JIM; 


JEBRY; 


JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 


Well,  the  areas  we've  closed  against  grazing  are  kinda 
self  explalnlngo  One  of  ’em  needs  a little  rest  so 
it'll  recover  from  drought  damage  — It's  a small  area 
- see?  And  this  one's  developing  Into  an  Important 
recreation  area,  hereo 

But  we've  got  more  than  enough  other  range  that  we're 
opening  up,  so  we  won't  have  to  make  any  reductions 
in  livestock o 

Yes,  we  haveo  There's  some  very  good  forage  on  this 
new  range  hereo  Shows  you  what  careful  range  management 
will  doo 

That's  all  we  have  to  cover  on  the  mapo 

Uhuhl  Now  what's  Included  on  the  rest  of  the  list? 

Instructions  we're  going  to  give  the  herders  next  season 

and  their  reports  on  the  condition  of  the  range  and  their 

stock  for  the  past  seasorio 

That ' s right » 

Next  is  the  salting  plan  -«  I seem  to  have  two  copies  of 
that,  Jimo 

Oh,  yeso  One  of.  ‘em's  the  first  draft o 
I seso  I'll  have  to  remember  which  is  which  and  not 
copy  the  wrong  onso 

Yeah,  don't  get  'em  mixedc  The  final  copy  gives  a 

better  explanation  of  our  plan  to  control  the  drift  of 

the  stock  by  putting  the  salting  stations  at  strategic 

spots  on  the  range  so  to  prevent  overgrazing  some  parte 
of  It,  — see? 
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JERRY 2 

JIM: 

JERRY: 


JIM: 


JERRY: 

SOUND; 

JIM: 

JERRY: 


JIM: 

SOUND; 

JERRY; 

SOUND: 

MUSIC: 

SOUND: 

JERRY: 

JIM: 

JERRY: 

JIM: 


Okay,  1*11  remeraUer  when  I start  copying  Ito 
Better  mark  it  to  be  eureo 

Naw,  I can  reaiember  it  all  right  Ouees  that’s  all.. 
Shall  I go  ahead  now? 

Let  'er  gOo  But  take  your  time  and  you'll  get  done 
fastero 

All  right,  Jlmo 
(TYPEWRITER) 

I’ll  finish  the  work  on  this  game  census.. 

G-ee,  I hope  I get  done  with  this  report  before  supper- 
timeo  Mary  would  be  plenty  disappointed  if  we  didn’t 
get  to  have  our  picnic® 

How  many  pages  are  there? 

(TYPEWRITER  STOPS) 

I’ll  count  ’em®  One,  two,  three,  — Holy  Smokes'®  Ten 
of  'enio  Come  on,  typewriter®  Let's  go  I 
(TYPEWRITER  PAST) 

INTERLUDE. 

(FADE  IN  TYPEWRITER  ~ STOP  SUDDEI^Y) 

(FADE  IN)  Oh,  boy®  Am  I tired®  What  time  is  it,  Jim? 
My  watch  says  five  thirty,  Jerry® 

Ao  Mo  of  P®  Mo? 

(CHUCKLING)  Five  thirty  p®®®  You  haven’t  mLssed  your 
supper,  if  that's  what's  worrying  you® 


JERRY; 


JIM; 

JERRYs 

JIMS 


JERRY; 

JIM: 


JERRY: 


JIM; 

JERRYs 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

SOUND; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 
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Gee  whiz,  I forgot  all  about  supper.  Mary ‘11  be  here 
any  minute  now  and  1 still  haven't  finished  this 
doggone  report. 

Maybe  she’ll  be  late. 

Not  Mary  — Say,  Jim,  when  did  you  say  this  report  has 
to  be  In? 

Bert  wants  it  tomorrow,  so  we’ll  have  to  get  it  off  on 
the  last  train  tonight o 

Oh  — does  he  absolutely  have  to  have  it  tomorrow? 
(CHUCKLES)  Well,  Jerry,  he's  the  boss  and  that’s  what 
he  asked  for,  so  I reckon  we  oughta  have  it  ready o 
Gosh,  Jim,  I don't  see  the  reason  for  all  this  detail 
in  a report.  The  Super  knows  the  condition  our  range 
is  in. 

Well,  somebody  has  to  make  the  reports. 

Yeah,  but  we  waste  so  much  time  makin’  reports  when  we 
could  be  workin’  in  the  field. 

Here  comes  the  schoolma'am  - coming  in  the  front  gate. 
Mary,  already^  My  gosh,  it  is,  I’ll  have  to  hurry  with 
this  stuff. 

(TYPEWRITER) 

?/ant  me  to  check  over  what  you’ve  finished? 

Yeah,  if  you  will,  Jim.  There  it  is  — that  stuff  on 
the  I’ight. 
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JIM; 

SOUNP: 

MARY; 

GREET INOS ; 
J/IARYS 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

l-IARY; 

JERPY; 

MRY; 

JERRY; 

MARY; 

JERRY; 


Uhuh  — looks  like  a pretty  neat  Jobd 

(DOOR  OPENS  — DOOR  SHUTS  — TYPEWRITER  STOPS) 

(FADE  IN)  Hello,  folks o 

1*01  early,  Jerry,  but  we  ought  to  get  started  as 
soon  as  we  cano 

Okay,  Maryc  Just  as  soon  as  I finish  this  reports 
Only  a few  pages  to  gOo  Jim’s  checking  what  I've 
already  typed o 

We're  making  a stenographer  out  of  Jerry  noW;^  Haryo 
He  isn't  half  bade 

Yes,  he  was  telling  me  you  had  to  get  in  your  range 
report  todayo  Is  it  almost  finished? 

Practically  in  the  bago  You  go  talk  to  Mrso  Robbins 
while  we  put  on  the  finishing  touches « 

All  righto  Oh,  it's  grand  out,  Jerry.,  There's  going 
to  be  a nice  moon  and  the  air's  so  erlspo  We'll  need 
to  wear  something  good  and  warm^ 

We've  got  plenty  of  extra  things  around  hereo  Vfhat*a 
in  the  package  you're  carrying? 

I've  got  some  marshmallows  for  toast ingo  We  can  get 
the  other  things  when  we  go  past  the  store o 
That's  goodo  You  trot  along  now  and  we'll  be  done 
before  you  know  ito 


JIM; 

JERRY: 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM: 

JERRY: 

JIM: 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

MARY: 

JERRY: 

JIM: 

JERRY; 
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Say,  Jerry  — I hate  to  have  to  bring  It  up,  but  there's 

a mistake  on  this  report  — 

That's  all  right,  Jim,  what  is  it? 

Here  on  the  salting  systemo 
Yeah?  Where? 

You  copied  the  first  draft  Instead  of  the  last  one  that’s 
complete o 

Oh  — did  I?  — How’d  that  happen?  I remember  looking 
at  both  of  * em,  and  I — 

That’s  too  bado  But  I’m  afraid  that  part’ll  have  to  be 
done  overo 

How  many  pages  are  there  to  it?  ^ 

4 ' O.  \ Q 

A little  more  than  twoo 

GoshI  Look  at  all  I’ve  gotta  do  yeto 

Does  that  mean  we  can’t  have  our  picnic  supper,  Jerry? 

Huh?  — • Oh,  no,  we’ll  have  it,  all  right,  but  — Jim, 

does  that  report  have  to  be  done  tonight? 

I’m  afraid  so,  Jerry o 

(ANGRILY)  I don’t  see  any  sense  — (CATCHES  SELF  AND 
CONTINUES)  ■ — Well  Mary,  I guess  we  will  have  to 
postpone  it  for  tonight o Maybe  we  can  go  tomorrowo 
I’m  awful  sorry o But  it  well,  it  it  Just  can’t 
be  helped o 


IvlARYs 

JERRY; 

tlARYj 

JIMj 

JERRY; 


JIM; 

JERRY; 
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Oh,  it's  all  right,  Jerry o I‘m  getting  accustomed  to 
it  nowo  But  I did  so  want  to  have  our  picnic  while 
the  weather's  lovely o 

(UNCERTAINLY)  It  oughta  be  all  right  tomorrow  night o 
Perhaps  it  wlllo  (FADE)  I'll  go  talk  to  Mrso  Robbins 
a minutso 

(AFTER  PAUSE)  I’m  sorry  things  turned  out  like  this, 
Jerry,  but  — 

(FIOHTING-  MAD)  I»m  sick  and  tired  of  it,  Jlaic  It's 
happened  like  this  time  after  timeo  Everything  Mary 
and  I plan  to  do  gets  busted  up  on  account  of  something 
like  thiso  I don't  mind  chasin'  fires  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  or  workin'  late  or  bein'  out  in  all  kinds 
of  weather,  but  when  I have  to  break  a date  to  finish 
a cockeyed  range  report  that  sounds  like  an  encyclopedia 
and  can  Just  as  well  be  In  a day  late  it  makes  me  soreo 
What's  the  idea  of  makin'  a crazy  report  like  that 
anyway?  I bet  nobody  ever  reads  'emo  Talk  about 
efficiency!  That's  the  biggest  waste  of  time  and  money 
I ever  sawo 

(PAUSE)  Well,  son  I reckon  I know  exactly  how  you 
feelo  Matter  of  fact,  I've  felt  that  way  myself, 
more'n  onceo  But  I — - 

(STILL  ANGRY)  Well,  why  not  do  something  about  it? 

What  the  deuce  is  a Ranger's  Job  supposed  to  be, 
bookkeeping  or  forestry? 


ii 
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(CHUCKLES  SOFTLY)  I r«okon  all  of  us  ransers  have 
asked  that  same  question  some  time  or  another.  But 


I'll  tell  you,  Jerry,  I think  you'll  find  out  there's 
a good  reason  for  all  these  records.  Everyone  of 

individual  reports  goes  to  help  make  the  final 


reports  that  are  required  for  a public  accounting  of 
our  work;  and  besides,  you  and,  I won't  always  be  on 
this  district,  some  day.  there'll  be  somebody  else. 

If  we  keep  clear,  complete  records  of  what  we  do  and 
the  experiments  we  work  on.  the  next  fellow'll  be  able 
to  carry  on  right  where  we  leave  off.  I reckon  we 
have  got  quite  a stock  of  files,  but  it  makes  me  klnda 
proud  to  know  we've  got  a complete  history  of  the 
development  of  the  Pine  Cone  District.  When  I first 
came  here,  over  20  years  ago,  it  wasn't  nothin'  raore'n 
a lot  of  rocks  and  trees.  Now  it  helps  provide  a living 


for  the  population  of  two  or  three  towns  and  affords 
recreation  to  thousands  of  people  that  couldn't  have  it 
otherwise,  I'd  say  that  a Job  that's  doin'  that  much 
good  for  folks  is  worth  keeping  records  of.  And  I'll 
tell  you,  Jerry,  there's  one  rule  that  Rangers  have 


always  stuck  to  since  the  first  one  rode  into  this 
country  to  start  managing  the  forests,  I reckon  it's 
never  been  put  down  in  black  and  white.  Leastways,  if 
it  has,  I've  never  seen  it.  And  that  rule  is  to 
tackle  any  Job  that  ooraes  your  way,  whether  you  like  it 
or  not,  and  do  it  the  best  way  you  know  how. 


BESSs 


JIMS 
MARY : 

BESSs 

JIM; 

BESS; 

JIM; 

BESS; 

MARYS 

JIM; 


(FADE  IK)  Oh,  Jim,  Mary  Just  told  me  she  and  Jerry 
can't  have  their  picnic  because  the  range  report  has 
to  be  corapletedo  Isn't  there  any  way  It  can  be 
finished  so  they 
Well,  I don't  know,  Beaso 

Oh,  it's  all  right,  MrSo  Robbins o We'll  have  our 
picnic  some  other  tlmeo 

But,  Jim,  they've  been  planning  it  for  a week^ 

I know  it,  Besso  But  I promised  Bert  he'd  have  the 
report  tomorrow,  and  it'll  have  to  be  done  tonight  in 
time  to  get  off  on  the  last  train o 
Is  it  so  terribly  important? 

Well,  Bess,  I promised  Bert,  and  — By  golly,  I've  got 

an  ideao.  Listen.0 

?£esl 

What  is  it,  Mro  Robbins? 

Listen,  Bess^  You  and  Mary  round  up  their  young  friends 

t 

and  rush  together  a little  supper,  — see?  - and  then 
take  yourselves  off  to  a movie o I'll  stand  treats o When 
you  get  back,  Jerry  and  I'll  be  done  with  the  report  and 
we  can  toast  the  marshmallows  in  the  fireplace  and  make 
some  hot  chocolate,  and  make  it  sort  of  a picnic  after 
alio  WhEit  do  you  say  to  that? 
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MARY? 

BESS? 


MARY? 


BESS: 

JIM? 

BESS: 

MARY: 

JERRY? 

JIM? 


MUSIC? 


Oh,  that  will  be  grand,  Robbinei 
Would  you  like  to  do  that,  iS^ary? 

I really  would  love  ito  You’re  awfully  sweet  to  think 
of  it,  Mr-  Robbins* 

Jim,  you  always  think  of  the  right  thing  to  dCo 
(CHUCKLINCt)  Hey,  never  mindo  How  soon  do  we  eat? 

We  have  have  supper  ready  in  a jiffy,  can’t  we  Mary? 
(FADE)  You'd  better  get  washed  up  right  now,  Jiaio 
(FADE)  What  can  I do  to  help,;MrSo  Robbins? 

Jim,  I'm  sorry  I blew  up  the  way  I did*  Yo\i  make  me 
feel  like  a school  kid*  I hope  you  understand  that  I — 
Understand?  (CHUCKLES)  Well,  Jerry,  I reckon  I dOo 
When  I was  your  age  I felt  just  like  you  do,  only  I 
didn't  have  anyone  to  tell  it  to«  Don't  you  ever  worry 
about  me  not  understandin' , eono  Come  orio  (FADE)  Let' 
go  get  washed  up  for  supper o 
(FINALE) 


ANNOUNCER?  Uncle  Sam's  Forest  Rangers  comes  to  you  on  the  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  every  Friday  as  a presentation  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  with  the  cooperation' of  the  United 
States  Forest  Service o 
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